Helms Backs CIA Action, 
Cites President’s Concern 
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■Washington Post Staff Writer 
Richard M. Helms, the for- 
mer director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, testified 
yesterday that it was concern 
over possible foreign links to 
rising unrest in the United 
States in the early 1960s, plus 
the “express concern of the 
President” at that time, that 
led to CIA involvement in 
domestic intelligence opera- 
tions. 

Helms, now ambassador to 
Iran, headed the CIA for 6% 
years until early 1973, the 
period in which most of the 

■ controversial CIA activity that 
Jhas come to light in recent 
weeks took place. 

The former intelligence 
chief, issuing his first public 
statement yesterday on the ex- 
panding month-long CJIA con- 
troversy, conceded no wrong- 
doing by the agency during 
his tenure. ■- 

Instead, Helms sharply crit- 
licized some elements of the 
| press for what he called an 
“irresponsible attack” on the 
CIA, “the principal allegations 
of which,” he charged, “remain 
unsupported.” .. ‘ ' 

, Helms testified behind closed 

■ doors yesterday before the 
j Senate Armed Services Sub- 
committee on Central Intelli- 
gence, and a copy of his open- 
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ing statement was made avail- 
able to reporters. 

The current CIA director, 
William E. Colby, who on Wed- 
nesday made available to an- 
other Senate committee an 
unprecedented accounting of 
CIA intelligence activities 
carried out in this country 
over the past several years, 
also testified, yesterday. , 
Colby’s statement, denied 
that the CIA had engaged in 
“a massive, illegal domestic 
intelligence operation” that 
V. See CIA, A16. Col. 1 


k From A1 

■ '■* 

[■ violated the^ageucy s qjiar- 
ii .restricti'ngYit to collecting 
fureigniiriteiligence. ‘ ; ,v 
iShose. [charges were leveled 
aft .the CIA* in a New Yortr. 
Times ‘article >of Dec. 22. .that | 
t Cached off the controversy 
and numerous congressional 
inqilirie^i’ • 

•golby’s ‘•Statement acknowl- 
edged that ‘the CIA did main: 
taiji files on some 10,000 .U.S. 
dlSsidents, that it 'had infil- 
trated -some- anti ward groups, 
evened some U.S. mailto Com- 
ih'ShisttcquhtfieSj and staged 


a tew break-ins and telephone 
ov&m'a period . of- years. 
yhile generally defending 
actions by his predeces- 
Colby conceded that at 
some of them in hind- 
[jt, may be questionable, 
elms, however, made no 
lb acknowledgement and 
thq ambassador appears cer- 
ti|ii£ to be . headed for some 
tough questioning in Congress. 

IReo. Paul, . Findley (R-11I.) 


satd in a-Uoiise speech yester- 
ctay that Hdlms should not be 
permitted to 'return to .Iran 
until he is cleared jot any 

tag? Helms, has .''greatly com- 
promised his. feffectiyeness’’ as[ 
ambassador. • 

*SeIms‘ [will- also be- [ques-l 
tibhedVnext week.by the Serial 
aQi Foreign Relations Commit-' 
toe' to .determine- if his ... tes- 
timony to that panel in 1973 
m his confirmation to the 
c&plomatic post is- in conflict 
vfflth new testimony. , 

*gAt a February, 1973, closed 
nearing, L- Helms, -was asked 
about any earlier CIA activity) 
aimedat keeping tabs' on U.S'. 
antiwar protesters and whether 
the- [White,' House had re- 
quested .the. agency to -get in- 
vtftved. - - 

• Helms, according to the 
transcript, replied:- “I do. not 
^jcjdl.whether We were asked. 

we were not involved be- 
cause it seemed to me that 



s a clear violation of what) 
| Charter was.” . ’ ' - 1" 

—Yesterday,' Helms: suggested 
that in 1947 [President ‘Johnshn 
did express concern . to. • the 
CIA that if help in gathering 
dj»tii on the antiwar movement. 
But neither Helms nor Colby 

f ho‘ made similar claims — 
5 |af have provided specific 
jimentation of such a presi- 
“Utial request. 

j-lms also, defended the ac- 
as- peculiar, - to -.those 
' and within the CIA’s 

* % ■ . .- j. 

‘Jn ijormal times,,” he said, 


I Sttas Americans ,^yould: evpi 
| ccghe within -.th&F piiryfc% .Slf 
our foreign inteIRgence,-nper- 
I affons. -That happened only'. 
When evidence appeared: ;bf 
their .‘involvement .with sub: 
versiye elements' ibtoad.” y' 

[ .Then, tie went on, came “the 
sudden and quite, draihahci 
upsurge of extreme radicalism^, 
in’ this country and . abroad”?; 
in the late 1950s and early? 
1960s. Helms claimed that “by. 
itself this violence, this: df 
sent -1 . were of no dire 
concern;. to CIA. It 'became,- so 
only .[iu' ‘ifhe degree, f^.t: the 
trouble Was inspir.ed by, or co- 
ordinated with, or. funded 
by, anti-American- subversion 
mechanisms abroad... 

'”Iif”such event,'. CIA had. a, 
real, a dear and proper func- 
tion to perform, but in collab- 
drgtion ? 'with the FBI-' The 
agency did perform that func- 
tion Irf response to the express 
coficern of the Presdient,” he 
said.. 

I, ‘Helms 'made no mention st. 
|ClA infiltration of groups In 
this-,;' country. 

Helnjs claimed that “infos* 
mation was indeed developed, 
largely by the FBI 'and Justice 
Department, blit: : also,, from 
some foreign [sources as well, 
that : the agitation -here, did in 
fact -have some overseas con- 
nections''..”. , -i-.- . f . 

Helms, is the, first, 'pfficial to 
make such a claim , of linkage 
publicly. There have been con- 
flicting . reports about this, 
made privately by other offi- 
cials, and Colby referred sev- 
eral times only to “possible” 
links. 

In a [related development 
yesterday, it was learned that 
another member of columnist: 
Jack Anderson’s staff, 1 LeSs-1 
Whitten, was among the foiir 
journalists placed under sur- 
veillance by the CIA during 
1971-1972 in what reportedly;^ 


Was an, effort to iina out wno 
was giving these reporters al- 
legedly classified information. 

Aside from Anderson and 
lyhittep, there are indications 
that a third member of Ander- 
son’s staff alsqmay.have been 
A-atched . by . CiA agents. 

' Helms said imlffs: [statement 
;hat the press . Should have a 
healthy skepticism of things 
done secretly. But he also con- 
tended that segments of the 
press don’t - understand the 
role, of the CIA and that these 
c u r r ent “irresponsible at- 
tacks”- bn the agency* “if suf- 
fered' -'to ' pass 1ir,chaI!fen£eS, 
could seriously 
interests in a hostile wijrM 
and jimdermiJte^'mb’rar^ latxthh* I 
CIA. , r. 

1 * He claims iFfobk , “respon- 
sible-”- 1 elements- of -the’ press 
—not; ,, identified— s ora e,- two 
• weeks to make the subtle 
" distinctions in the” CIA’s -role, 
i. but. bid, not .explain why. the 
■ administration itself^made no- 
:• attempt- during 1 ' those'' weeks. 
- after . the initial press .reports 
: to try to {fut the agency’s 
problems iri 'perspective, , ; 



